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Bosnia:  Bombing  for  Peace? 


From  one  war  to  another,  from  one  generation  to  the 
next,  the  song  asks  "When  will  they  ever  leam?  When 
will  they  ever  leam?"  The  lesson  not  yet  learned  is  the 
one  that  A.J.  Muste  put  so  succinctly,  "There  is  no  way 
to  peace.  Peace  is  the  way." 

During  "good  wars"  —  WWI,  WWII,  and  now 
Bosnia  —  few  dare  give  voice  to  that  song.  During 
"bad  wars"  —  Central  America,  Vietnam  —  a  chorus 
belts  out  in  righteousness.  In  a  corporate  practice  of 
religious  faith,  FCNL  chooses  to  work  "in  the  virtue 
of  that  power  which  taketh  away  the  occasion  of  all 
war."  We  are  disciples  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  not  the 
God  of  War. 

But  last  July  26  other  U.S.  peace,  religious,  medical,  and 
human  rights  organizations  appealed  in  a  "Joint  Policy 
Statement  on  Bosnia"  for  multilateral  military  action  to 
end  the  massacre  of  innocent  civilians  in  Bosnia.  They 
said,  "Nothing  else  has  worked.  Force  must  be  used  to 
stop  genocide,  not  simply  to  retreat  from  it.  American 
leadership,  in  particular,  is  required." 

Some  of  our  colleagues  were  dismayed  by  FCNL's 
refusal  to  join  in  the  call  for  military  action.  Did  we  not 
see  the  reality  of  the  evil  being  done  by  the  Serbs  in 
Bosnia?  Were  we  so  numb  and  turned  in  upon  our¬ 
selves  that  we  were  not  moved  to  action  when  all  else 
had  failed  to  save  lives  and  to  protect  the  human  rights 
of  innocent  and  vulnerable  people? 

In  his  1694  essay,  "On  the  Present  and  Future  Peace  of 
Europe,"  William  Penn  addressed  the  same  challenge: 

He  must  not  be  a  Man,  but  a  Statue  of  Brass  or  Stone, 

whose  Bowels  do  not  melt  when  he  beholds  the  bloody 

Tragedys  of  this  War,  in  Hungary,  Germany,  Flanders, 


Ireland  and  at  Sea:  The  Mortality  of  sickly  and  lan¬ 
guishing  Camps  and  Naz^ys  and  the  mighty  Prey  the 
Devouring  Winds  and  Waves  have  made  upon  Ships 
and  Men  since  '88.  And  as  this,  with  reason,  ought  to 
affect  human  Nature,  and  deeply  Kindred,  for  there  is 
something  very  moveing  that  becomes  Prudent  Men  to 
Consider,  ...What  can  we  desire  better  than  Peace,  but 
the  Grace  to  use  it? 

Our  colleagues'  appeal  to  use  war  was  answered  this 
fall  when  NATO  began  bombing  strikes  against  Bosn¬ 
ian  Serb  targets.  By  September  25,  Secretary  of  State 
Warren  Christopher  declared  that  "diplomacy  backed 
by  force..."  had  succeeded  in  advancing  the  peace 
process  toward  a  settlement.  We  hope  and  pray  that  an 
enduring  peace  will  emerge  from  this  action,  but,  expe¬ 
rience  has  taught  us  to  be  skeptical  of  such  an  outcome. 
Even  if  a  time  of  peace  does  follow  the  U.S. /NATO 
entry  into  the  war,  we  believe  it  will  be  a  tenuous 
peace.  The  groundwork  will  be  laid  for  future  wars  in 
the  region,  and  the  foundations  of  lasting  peace  will  be 
further  weakened  by  this  additional  burden. 

Military  Messages  for  Peace 

Ironically,  the  peace  and  nonviolence  message  which  we 
expected  of  our  colleagues  was  voiced  not  by  them,  but 
by  a  military  man,  a  general.  Writing  in  the  Septem¬ 
ber/October  1995  issue  of  Foreign  Affairs,  General 
Charles  G.  Boyd,  USA  (Ret.),  began  with  this  quote  from 
Black  Lamb  and  Gray  Falcon,  by  Rebecca  West  (1938): 

English  persons,  therefore,  of  humanitarian  and 
reformist  disposition  constantly  went  out  to  the  Balkan 
Peninsula  to  see  who  zvas  in  fact  ill-treating  zvhom, 
and,  being  by  the  very  nature  of  their  perfectionist  faith 

(continued  on  page  2) 
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Bosnia  (continued  from  page  1) 

unable  to  accept  the  horrid  hypothesis  that  everybody 
urns  ill-treating  everybody  else,  all  came  back  with  a  pet 
Balkan  people  established  in  their  hearts  as  sujfering 
and  innocent,  eternally  the  massacree  and  never  the 
massacrer. 

This  is  an  apt  description  of  the  current  news  coverage 
of  the  Bosnia  conflict  today.  We've  seen  this  fallacy 
before,  and  now  we're  seeing  it  again. 

General  Boyd  offers  sensible  advice  about  what  to  do 
in  his  article,  "Making  Peace  With  the  Guilty."  First  he 
observ^es, 

/  believe  that  the  U.S.  apyproach  to  the  war  in  Bosnia  is 
torn  by  a  fundamental  contradiction.  The  United 
States  says  that  its  objective  is  to  end  the  war  through 
a  negotiated  settlement,  but  in  reality  what  it  wants  is 
to  influence  the  outcome  in  favor  of  the  Muslims.  The 
United  States,  for  example,  watched  approvingly  as 
Muslim  offensives  began  this  spring,  even  though  these 
attacks  destroyed  a  ceasefire  Washington  has  supp>ort- 
ed.  This  duplicity,  so  crude  and  obvious  to  all  in 
Europe,  has  weakened  America's  moral  authority  to 
provide  any  kind  of  effective  diplomatic  leadership. 

Worse,  because  of  this,  the  impact  of  U.S.  action  has 
been  to  prolong  the  conflict  while  bringing  it  no  closer 
to  resolution. 


General  Boyd  is  especially  qualified  to  assess  the  U.S. 
role  in  Bosnia;  he  served  as  the  Deputy  Commander  in 
Chief,  U.S.  European  Command,  from  November  1992 
to  July  1995. 

An  Alternative  Agenda 
for  Action 

The  General's  action  agenda  for  a  peaceful,  negotiated 
settlement  is  not  unlike  agendas  advocated  by  Quakers 
in  similar  conflict  situations: 

1.  Oppose  military  solutions.  The  U.S.  should 
announce  that  it  opposes  a  military  solution. 

2.  Support  peace  and  cooperation.  "The  Bosnian 
federation  is  a  starting  point.  The  slow  progress 
of  building  Muslim-Croat  cooperation  highlights 
the  difficulties  ahead,  but  the  major  failing  of  the 
federation  is  not  the  pace  of  its  progress  but  its  bi¬ 
ethnic  nature.  It  includes  none  of  the  Serbs  in 
Bosnia,  many  of  whom  live  in  government-con- 
trolled  lands.  If  the  U.S.  is  not  anti-Serb  —  merely 
against  criminals  and  those  who  would  choose 
war  over  peace  —  it  must  address  the  status  of 
these  citizens." 


State  Department  Reorganization 


The  House  International  Relations  Committee  has 
approved  a  State  Department  reorganization  plan 
similar  to  the  one  that  was  introduced  in  the  Senate 
by  Senator  Jesse  Helms  (NC).  The  plan  would  elimi¬ 
nate  the  Agency  for  International  Development 
(AID),  the  Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency 
(ACDA),  and  the  United  States  Information  Agency 
as  part  of  an  effort  to  restructure  and  reduce  the  size 
of  the  nation's  foreign  policy  institutions.  Senator 
Helms  had  to  withdraw  his  proposal  from  the  Sen¬ 
ate  floor,  but  action  is  now  pending  on  a  compro¬ 
mise  plan.  Meanwhile,  Senator  Phil  Gramm  (TX) 
has  proposed  to  cut  State  Department  appropria¬ 


tions  by  $1.2  billion,  a  21  percent  reduction  from 
FY95  funding. 

The  elimination  of  these  agencies  and  the  proposed 
budget  cuts  could  have  a  significant  impact  on  the 
ability  of  the  United  States  to  provide  diplomatic 
leadership  in  world  affairs.  The  cuts  would  limit  the 
State  Department's  ability  to  anticipate  crises  and  to 
pursue  diplomatic  initiatives  that  would  prevent 
crises  from  becoming  militarized.  The  proposal 
would  further  shift  resources  and  attention  away 
from  crucial  disarmament  and  arms  control  issues 
and  sustainable  development  initiatives. 
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3.  Restart  negotiations.  A  "take-it-or-leave-it"  map 
leaves  no  incentives  for  the  Bosnian  government  to 
negotiate  and  leaves  the  Serbs  with  incentives  to 
spoil  any  agreement. 

4.  Bring  in  the  Russians.  The  Russians  may  be  the 
only  player  in  the  Contact  Group  capable  of  build¬ 
ing  Serb  confidence  in  a  negotiated  settlement. 
Marginalizing  the  Russians  will  weaken  the  diplo¬ 
matic  effort. 

Absent  a  reorientation  of  the  U.S.  initiative  in  Bosnia, 
we  are  concerned  that  President  Clinton's  announced 
intention  to  send  25,000  troops  to  back  up  a  peace 
accord  will  be  only  the  first  payment  on  a  costly  and 
drawn-out  military  intervention.  By  its  participation 
in  the  NATO  air  strikes,  the  U.S.  has  compromised  its 
legitimacy  as  an  impartial  peacekeeper  in  the  future 
settlement,  and  it  will  put  at  risk  the  lives  of  many 
more  Americans,  Bosnians,  and  Serbs  if  the  planned 
deployment  proceeds.  Months  or  years  from  now,  the 
question,  "when  will  they  ever  learn,"  may  resurface 
among  peace  advocates.  But  the  time  for  questioning 
may  be  long  gone. 

-Joe  Volk 


United  Nations  Funding 

The  Senate  Appropriations  Committee  has  approved  a 
bill  that  would  cut  U.S.  contributions  to  international 
organizations  and  peacekeeping  by  more  than  42  per¬ 
cent,  and  would  cut  approximately  40  percent  from 
voluntary  contributions  to  the  United  Nations  for 
humanitarian  aid  and  development  assistance. 
Although  a  House-Senate  conference  committee  has 
not  yet  met,  the  final  appropriation  is  unlikely  to  come 
close  to  meeting  U.S.  financial  obligations  to  the  UN. 
Currently,  the  U.S.  is  more  than  $1.1  billion  in  arrears 
in  its  U.N.  dues  and  peacekeeping  assessments. 

Congress'  failure  to  appropriate  funds  for  its  U.N. 
obligations  is  difficult  to  justify  in  light  of  the  $7  billion 
increase  approved  for  the  Pentagon  budget.  This  situ¬ 
ation  is  especially  ironic  as  we  celebrate  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  UN  on  October  24. 


Foreign  Aid 
Appropriations 

An  effective  and  compassionate  response  to  the  root  causes 
of  hunger,  deprivation,  and  social  conflict  must  include 
greater  support  for  participatory  and  sustainable  develop¬ 
ment  programs. . .  that  improve  the  distribution  of 
resources.  (FCNL  Statement  of  Legislative  Policy). 

It  is  thus  with  deep  concern  that  we  assess  the  pro¬ 
posed  foreign  aid  appropriations  that  Congress  will 
consider  in  October.  Both  the  Senate  and  the  House 
are  considering  spending  bills  that  mark  a  significant 
step  back  from  previous  years'  funding  levels,  even 
while  the  needs  of  the  poorest  nations  continue  to 
grow. 

Particularly  troubling  are  proposed  cuts  in  bilateral 
and  multilateral  aid  and  development  assistance  to 
sub-Saharan  Africa  and  Latin  America,  and  steep  cuts 
in  contributions  to  international  organizations,  such  as 
UNICEF  and  the  International  Development  Associa¬ 
tion.  These  programs  provide  agricultural  develop¬ 
ment  aid,  vaccinations,  vitamins,  medical  supplies, 
AIDS  prevention,  elementary  education,  small  busi¬ 
ness  start-up  loans,  family  planning,  and  many  other 
programs  to  promote  the  development  of  fundamental 
human  security  among  the  poorest  nations. 

The  least  onerous  proposal  now  on  the  table  would 
cut  funding  for  bilateral  assistance  programs  by  fifteen 
percent  from  FY95  levels.  Proposed  cuts  in  contribu¬ 
tions  to  international  organizations  would  be  e\"en 
deeper.  Despite  assertions  that  such  cuts  are  unavoid¬ 
able  given  current  budgetary  constraints,  the  total 
budget  for  development  aid  currently  represents  less 
than  0.5  percent  of  the  total  federal  budget.  Cuts  in 
aid  overwhelmingly  target  those  programs  already 
working  within  very  small  budgets.  Aid  to  Israel  and 
Egypt  will  remain  at  the  FY95  lev^el  of  $5  billion — 
more  than  twice  the  amount  of  bilateral  assistance 
given  to  all  other  developing  countries  combined. 

FCNL  believes  that  such  inequitable  cuts  would  not 
only  contribute  to  increasing  hardship  for  the  poorest 
of  the  poor,  but  that  such  actions  would  be  unwise. 
These  programs  are  key  to  preventing  the  escalation  of 
human  crises  —  and  prevention  is  far  less  costly  than 
the  cure. 
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Undermining  Human  Security 


Over  the  past  several  months,  the  many  who  share 
FCNL's  vision  of  a  more  just  and  equitable  society, 
“where  every  person's  potential  may  be  fulfilled," 
have  witnessed  with  growing  concern  the  dismantling 
of  the  broad,  federal  social  safety  net  for  people  who, 
through  no  fault  of  their  own,  have  fallen  on  hard 
times.  Congress  seems  to  be  intent  on  balancing  the 
budget  largely  on  the  backs  of  people  who  are  poor, 
elderly,  disadvantaged,  and  disenfranchised. 

Pending  legislation  to  balance  the  budget  over  the 
next  seven  years  proposes  to  reduce  dramatically  the 
federal  role  in  providing  for  general  social  welfare. 
Through  Medicaid  "reform"  the  federal  entitlement 
to  health  care  for  unemployed  and  low-income  work¬ 
ers  and  their  families,  people  with  disabilities,  and 
low-income  persons  in  nursing  homes  may  be  elimi¬ 
nated.  States  would  be  given  responsibility  for  set¬ 
ting  eligibility  requirements  and  standards  of  care. 
The  federal  government  would  partially  subsidize 
state  programs  through  block  grants.  The  size  of  the 
block  grants  would  increase  at  a  significantly  slower 
rate  than  the  anticipated  growth  in  need,  saving  an 
estimated  $182  billion  by  2002,  while  putting  in  jeop¬ 
ardy  both  access  to  care  and  the  quality  of  care  for 
untold  millions. 

Through  welfare  "reform,"  pending  legislation 
would  eliminate  the  federal  entitlement  to  a  variety 

The  Leahy/Evans 
Landmines  Bill 

The  Leahy /Evans  anti-personnel  landmines  provision 
has  been  adopted  by  the  Senate  as  an  amendment  to 
both  the  Department  of  Defense  Authorization  Bill  and 
the  Foreign  Operations  Appropriations  Bill,  a  victory 
due  largely  to  widespread  grassroots  support.  The 
DoD  Authorization  conference  has  been  stalled  indefi¬ 
nitely  due  to  numerous  irreconcilable  differences 
between  House  and  Senate  versions  of  the  bill.  At  this 
point,  the  majority  of  Foreign  Operations  Appropria¬ 
tions  conferees  are  in  support  of  the  Leahy  amend¬ 
ment,  although  wrangling  over  unrelated  spending 
issues  within  the  conference  may  buy  time  for  the  Pen¬ 
tagon  to  recruit  more  votes  against  the  bill. 


of  sources  of  public  aid  for  unemployed  and  low- 
income  people,  transfer  to  the  states  responsibility 
for  setting  eligibility  requirements  and  designing 
programs,  place  caps  on  how  long  people  could 
receive  benefits,  and  convert  federal  aid  to  the  states 
into  block  grants.  Alternative  Senate  and  House  ver¬ 
sions  would  cut  federal  aid  below  current  rates  of 
growth  from  $70  to  $102  billion  by  2002.  This  would 
put  at  risk  a  growing  segment  of  our  population,  the 
majority  of  whom  are  children. 

Through  low-income  tax  "reform,"  pending  legisla¬ 
tion  would  cut  the  Earned  Income  Tax  Credit  by  as 
much  as  $43  billion  (19.2  percent)  by  2002.  This  pro¬ 
gram  helps  workers  and  families  whose  incomes  are 
near  or  below  the  poverty  level  to  offset  their  payroll 
taxes  and  stay  off  welfare.  This  would  reduce  or 
eliminate  benefits  for  14  million  of  the  19  million  tax¬ 
payers  who  now  benefit  from  the  program. 

In  FY96  alone.  Congress  is  proposing  to  cut  from 
FY95  spending  levels: 

•  food  programs  by  $467  million  (1.2  percent); 

•  low-income  housing  programs  by  $5,125  billion  (20 
percent); 

•  Head  Start  programs  by  $137  million  (3.9  percent). 

(continued  on  page  5) 

Code  of  Conduct  on 
Arms  Transfers 

The  Code  of  Conduct  was  scheduled  to  be  offered  by 
Senator  Hatfield  (OR)  as  an  amendment  to  the  Senate 
Foreign  Operations  Appropriations  bill,  but  due  to 
illness  he  was  unable  to  do  so.  He  then  planned  to 
introduce  the  Code  as  an  amendment  to  the  State- 
Commerce-Justice  Appropriations  bill  on  September 
28,  but  it  was  not  debated  or  voted  on  as  expected, 
due  to  a  request  that  Senators  not  offer  any  contro¬ 
versial  amendments  as  the  bill  is  expected  to  be 
vetoed  by  President  Clinton  for  unrelated  reasons. 
Senator  Hatfield  still  plans  to  bring  the  Code  to  the 
Senate  floor  for  a  vote  sometime  this  fall  on  another 
legislative  vehicle. 


FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  October  1995 


Page  5 


(continued  from  page  4) 

This  is  a  legislative  revolution  that  is  rewriting  the 
fundamental  contract  between  the  national  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  people  it  is  mandated  to  serve  and  pro¬ 
tect.  Fundamental  entitlements  are  being  eliminated 
and  responsibilities  are  being  redistributed.  Entitle¬ 
ments  that  have  long  protected  all  of  us  from 
absolute  poverty  and  destitution  are  being  with¬ 
drawn.  If  the  pending  legislation  comes  to  pass,  we 
will  no  longer  be  entitled  to  health  care,  food,  hous¬ 
ing,  educational  or  training  assistance,  or  a  just  living 
wage.  Instead,  fundamental  responsibility  for  these 
concerns  will  be  shifted  to  state  and  local  govern¬ 
ments,  private  organizations,  and  low-  income  peo¬ 
ple,  regardless  of  their  capacity  to  shoulder  these 
burdens. 

The  safety  net  for  the  most  vulnerable  and  the  lad¬ 
ders  that  help  those  who  are  able  to  work  to  climb 
out  of  poverty  are  being  cut  or  eliminated. 

•  For  an  unmarried  worker  who  earns  the  minimum 
wage  ($4.50  an  hour),  this  means  hundreds  of  dol¬ 
lars  in  increased  taxes,  and  housing,  medical  insur¬ 
ance,  and  food  subsidies  may  be  in  jeopardy. 


•  For  the  unemployed,  single  mother  with  young 
children,  this  will  likely  mean  less  food  on  the 
table,  lost  access  to  the  means  to  achieve  self-suffi¬ 
ciency,  and  the  loss  of  medical,  housing,  and  child¬ 
care  assistance. 

•  For  the  elderly,  poor  person  in  a  nursing  home, 
this  will  likely  mean  reduced  access  to  care  and 
declining  quality  of  care,  as  nursing  homes  close, 
cut  staff,  or  refuse  to  admit  people  who  are  poor. 

Aside  from  the  lack  of  concern  for  the  potentially 
devastating  human  impacts  reflected  in  this  package 
of  legislation,  the  insensitivity  to  the  fairness  of  the 
proposed  policies  is  astounding.  These  cuts  are 
being  made  while  the  Congress  is  pressing  to 
increase  spending  for  the  military  by  $7  billion  over 
FY95,  while  over  $60  billion  per  year  in  corporate  tax 
breaks  remain  untouched,  and  while  Congress  is 
proposing  to  pass  a  multi-year  $245  billion  tax  cut 
that  will  primarily  benefit  the  wealthiest  members  of 
society.  The  omnibus  budget  reconciliation  bill  is 
scheduled  to  be  completed  by  November  15.  Calls 
from  Congressional  constituents  would  be  especially 
effective  at  this  time. 


Department  of  Defense  Appropriations  Bill 

The  Department  of  Defense  (DoD)  Appropriations  Bill  has  remained  uniquely  free  of  major  cuts  in  the  appro¬ 
priations  process  for  FY96.  The  conference  committee  resolved  the  differences  between  House  and  Senate  ver¬ 
sions  of  the  bill  by  including  all  of 
the  weapons  systems  proposed  by 
either  the  House  or  Senate  in  the 
conference  version.  The  resulting 
bill  appropriated  nearly  $7  billion 
more  than  the  Pentagon  requested, 
and  included  money  for  weapons 
the  Pentagon  had  planned  to  discon¬ 
tinue,  including  the  B-2  bomber  and 
the  Seawolf  submarine.  For  reasons 
largely  unrelated  to  FCNL's  agenda, 
the  House  has  voted  to  reject  the 
conference  report.  The  House  and 
Senate  will  now  go  back  into  confer¬ 
ence,  giving  us  a  second  chance  to 
push  for  a  more  reasonable  approach 
to  spending  on  the  conference  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  DoD  appropriations  this 
time  around. 


m  mjm. 
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Grassroots  or  "Astro-Turf?‘ 


In  the  heat  of  debate  o\^er  funding  cuts  for  mothers  on 
welfare,  a  member  of  Congress  declared  over  the  air¬ 
waves,  "We're  doing  what  the  American  people  want." 
This  argument  is  used  again  and  again  to  justify  deep 
cuts  in  education,  health  care,  job  training,  most  social 
seiv'ice  programs,  and  non-military  foreign  assistance. 

The  only  spending  category  that  escaped  cuts  was  mil¬ 
itary  spending.  Every  new  weapons  project  that  either 
the  House  or  the  Senate  wanted  was  funded,  including 
the  Seawolf  Submarine  and  the  B-2  Bomber.  Even  the 
Pentagon  recommended  discontinuing  these  weapons 
programs. 

Does  the  Congress  really  represent  the  will  of  the 
people  when  it  passes  these  bills? 

A  recent  poll  said  that  U.  S.  residents  are  far  more  will¬ 
ing  to  cut  the  defense  budget  than  they  are  to  cut  social 
programs  such  as  Social  Security  or  Medicare.  The 
poll,  conducted  by  the  Americans  Talk  Issues  Founda¬ 
tion,  a  bipartisan  polling  group  based  in  Washington, 
EKZ,  was  released  in  a  report  on  August  14, 1995.  Sixty- 
four  percent  of  those  polled  said  that  the  defense  bud¬ 
get  could  be  cut  further. 

One  well-organized  advocacy  group,  the  Christian 
Coalition,  realized  in  1989  that  issues  are  a  good  basis 
for  a  common  coalition,  and  began  to  organize  locally. 
This  well-organized  group  recognized  and  made  use  of 
a  very  important  fact:  In  the  United  States,  generally 
speaking,  only  30  percent  of  the  eligible  electorate 
v'otes  in  any  election.  This  means  that  all  that  is  need¬ 
ed  is  15  percent  plus  one  to  swing  an  election.  Organi¬ 
zations  that  are  grabbing  the  American  spotlight  are 
counting  on  the  rest  of  the  public  to  remain  apathetic 
and  to  stay  home  from  the  polls. 

Many  of  these  groups  hire  consultants  who  use 
advanced  technological  capabilities  to  manufacture 
what  appear  to  be  grassroots  lobbying  campaigns. 

These  techniques  involve  massive  canvasses  via  com¬ 
puterized  phone  banks.  People  who  are  "polled"  and 
found  to  be  sympathetic  to  the  group's  point  of  view 
are  instantly  "patched  through"  to  Capitol  Hill,  to 
express  their  views  to  a  congressional  office.  These 
and  similar  techniques  hav^e  been  aptly  described  as 
"astro-turf,"  a  cheap,  plastic  imitation  of  real  grassroots 
organizing.  Unfortunately,  from  a  distance,  "astro¬ 


turf"  can  look  like  the  real  thing;  it  can  distort  Con¬ 
gress's  perception  of  what  the  public  really  thinks. 

Do  we  want  to  cede  this  kind  of  influence  over  poli¬ 
cymakers  to  special  interest  groups?  A  "back  to 
nature"  movement  seems  called  for  —  back  to  real 
grassroots  campaigns  that  express  the  genuine  views 
of  the  people,  with  concerns  about  the  common  good 
of  all.  Let's  make  sure  true  grassroots  voices  are  heard. 

Suggestions  for  what  citizens  can  do: 


Learn: 


Write: 


by  reading  the  FCNL  newsletter  and  other 
reliable  materials  to  be  informed  about  cur¬ 
rent  issues.  Join  (or  start)  an  EPIcenter  in  your 
area  to  study  an  issue  more  deeply  (see  pg.  8). 

letters  to  editors 

letters  to  your  Members  of  Congress 


Listen:  to  talk  radio  and  CALL  IN!! 

Talk:  with  your  friends,  neighbors,  colleagues 

with  members  of  your  church  or  meeting 

Follow:  issues  in  the  election  campaigns 

VOTE:  with  your  conscience  and  your  best  judgment, 
and  encourage  others  to  do  so  as  well. 


Expand  The  Circle 

Give  your  friends  the  FCNL  Washington 
Newsletter  for  a  year,  by  making  a  dona¬ 
tion  in  their  name.  Mail  it  to  Newsletter 
at  the  FCNL  office,  or  call  202-547-6000 
for  more  information. 
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Other  Information  Available  From  FCNL 


□  Who  Pays  for  High  Military  Spending?  State-by-state  breakdown  of  military  taxes  paid  vs.  military  jobs 

received,  reprinted  from  the  New  Economy,  National  Council  on  Economic  Conversion  and  Disarmament, 
Spring  1995 . K-5132-BUD 

□  Blinding  Weapons:  Gas  1918...  Lasers  1990s?  Red  Cross  campaign  brochure  . R-51 36-MIL 

□  Blinding  Laser  Weapons  questions  and  answers  from  the  Red  Cross . R-51 37-MIL 

□  Statement  Opposing  Internal  Passport  Proposals,  with  AFSC,  9/12/95  . G-5138-DOM 

□  "U.S.  Exported  More  Arms  in  1994  Than  Rest  of  World  Combined"  Analysis  of  arms  transfers  prepared  by 

Federation  of  American  Scientists  . R-5142-MIL 

□  Fact  Sheet  on  the  Istook  Amendment  on  Lobbying  Reform,  9/22/95  . G-5146-DOM 

□  Fact  Sheet  on  Campaign  Finance  Reform,  9/28/95  . .G-5147-DOM 

□  Mohonk  Criteria  for  Humanitarian  Assistance  in  Complex  Emergencies,  by  John  Ebersole  in  Disaster 

Prevention  and  Management  . R-5154-FOR 

Letters: 

□  Legal  Services  Corporation  . C-5127-DOM  □  Landmines  . C-5129-MIL 

□  Latin  American  Foreign  Aid . C-5131-FOR  □  Code  of  Conduct . L-5134-MIL 

□  Torture  Victims  Relief  Act . C-5135-FOR  □  Istook  Amendment . L-5139-DOM 

□  Medicaid . C-5156-DOM  □  Corporate  Welfare . C-5157-DOM 


Whatever  Happened  To. . .? 


Anti-Terrorism  Legislation.  In  April  we  reported  the 
development  of  anti-terrorism  legislation  proposed  by 
President  Clinton  and  introduced  by  Senators  Biden 
(DE)  and  Spector  (PA).  This  legislation  would  allow 
the  government  to  prohibit  support  even  for  the  legal, 
charitable,  or  non-violent  activities  of  international  or 
foreign  groups  designated  by  the  President  as  terrorist 
organizations.  It  would  also  give  the  government 
more  freedom  to  conduct  wiretaps,  and  would  allow 
deportation  of  aliens  without  due  process. 

The  Comprehensive  Terrorism  Prevention  Act,  S.  735, 
passed  the  Senate  91-8  on  June  7.  In  the  House,  Repre¬ 
sentative  Hyde  (IL),  chair  of  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
drafted  a  companion  bill,  the  Comprehensive  Anti¬ 
terrorism  Act,  H.R.  1710.  On  June  20th,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  approved  H.R.  1710  and  reported  it  to  the 
full  House.  But  the  bill  is  stalled  at  this  time  due  to  bi¬ 
partisan  opposition.  At  a  recent  briefing.  House  Major¬ 
ity  Leader  Dick  Armey  (TX)  said  the  bill  might  come  to 
the  House  floor  for  a  vote  by  November. 

Selective  Service  Standby  Act.  In  August,  members 
of  the  House  rejected  an  amendment  to  the  HUD  and 
Independent  Agencies  Appropriations  bill,  offered  by 


Representatives  DeFazio  (OR)  and  Metcalf  (WA)  that 
would  have  ended  draft  registration  and  cut  funding 
for  Selective  Service.  The  vote  was  175-242;  the 
amendment  lost.  Since  the  Pentagon  itself  termed 
the  $23  million  a  year  agency  "unnecessary,"  it  will 
be  worth  trying  again  next  year  to  eliminate  Selective 
Service  funds. 

The  Taking  Back  Our  Streets  Act.  Unsatisfied  with 
the  $30.2  billion  anti-crime  bill  President  Clinton 
signed  into  law  last  year,  the  House  passed  six  new 
crime  bills  between  February  7  and  14  this  year.  The 
bills  would  require  restitution  for  victims  of  federal 
crimes;  allow  federal  prosecutors  to  use  improperly 
obtained  evidence  under  certain  conditions;  increase 
federal  aid  for  prison  constmction  if  states  adopt  tough 
sentencing  laws;  speed  the  deportation  of  aliens  who 
commit  crimes;  combine  last  year's  grants  for  police 
hiring  and  crime  prevention  into  a  block  grant  for  the 
use  of  law  enforcement  agencies  only;  and  limit  death 
row  appeals.  The  Senate  has  not  acted.  President  Clin¬ 
ton  has  promised  to  veto  the  House  version,  should  it 
ever  cross  his  desk. 
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THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL 
LEGISLATION  includes  Friends  appointed  by  26 
Friends  Yearly  Meetings  and  by  7  other  Friends’ 
organizations  in  the  United  States.  Expressions  of 
views  in  the  FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLET¬ 
TER  are  guided  by  the  Statement  of  Policy,  pre¬ 
pared  and  approved  by  the  Committee.  Seeking 
to  follow  the  leadings  of  the  Spirit,  the  FCNL 
speaks  for  itself  and  for  like-minded  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER.  1 1 
issues  per  year.  Contributors  include;  Joe  Volk. 
Ned  Stowe,  Ruth  Flower,  Aura  Kanegis.  Rich 
Ewell,  Kathy  Guthrie,  Arthur  Boyd,  and  Melissa 
Shirk. 

Donors  to  FCNL  or  FCNL  Education  Fund 
receive  the  Newsletter  and  other  occasional  mail- 
ings.Also  available  in  microform  from  University 
Microfilms  International,  300  North  Zeeb  Road. 
Dept.  P.R.,  Ann  Arbor,  MI  48106 

Available  in  large  print  or  tape  recordings. 


New  Epicenter  Packet: 
Native  Peoples 

Dozens  of  small  groups  all  over  the  country  are  orga¬ 
nizing  Epicenters  —  places  to  Explore  Policy  Ideas. 
Using  materials  provided  by  FCNL,  participants  gath¬ 
er  in  small  study  circles  to  explore  public  policy  infor¬ 
mation  through  readings,  discussion,  and,  sometimes, 
homeivork!  The  materials  are  designed  to  bring  out  dif¬ 
ferent  voices  and  perspectives  on  the  issues  —  to  give 
us  all  practice  with  civil  dialogue,  even  among  people 
whose  opinions  and  views  may  differ. 

FCNL's  Fall  EPIcenter  Packet  on  Native  Peoples  is 
now  available.  Linked  to  the  opening  of  the  U.N. 
Decade  of  the  World's  Indigenous  Peoples  (1995  - 
2005),  this  packet  offers  stories  and  materials  on 
indigenous  peoples  all  over  the  world.  One  part 
explores  issues  of  identity  —  who  defines  whom,  and 
on  what  terms.  A  second  part  explores  a  collection  of 
current  issues,  including  land  and  resources,  relation¬ 
ships  with  the  military,  and  participation  in  decision 
making.  A  third  part  focuses  on  Native  Americans 
and  the  issues  they  face  in  this  country. 

The  new  packet  joins  two  others  that  were  produced 
earlier  this  year  —  one  on  the  federal  budget  and  one 
on  the  arms  trade.  If  you  are  interested  in  obtaining 
any  of  the  packets,  please  specify  the  topic  you  want, 
and  send  $15  to  Epicenters,  FCNL,  245  2nd  St.  NE, 
Washington  D.C.  20002.  The  materials  may  be  photo¬ 
copied  for  your  group.  If  you  would  like  to  order 
additional  participant  packets  from  FCNL  (instead  of 
copying  them  locally)  they  are  available  for  $5  each. 
Please  add  $3  for  shipping  costs. 


Spending  Cuts  in 
Native  American  Programs 

In  its  version  of  the  Interior  Appropriations  bill,  the 
Senate  voted  to  cut  millions  of  dollars  from  various 
Native  American  programs  within  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs.  The  cuts  will  affect  tribally  operated 
schools,  school  construction  and  repair,  and  other  trib- 
ally-controlled  programs  ranging  from  public  safety  to 
child  welfare  programs.  The  Office  of  Indian  Educa¬ 
tion's  budget  was  reduced  by  approximately  $30  mil¬ 
lion,  eliminating  programs  for  gifted  and  talented  stu¬ 
dents,  special  education,  and  programs  geared  to  pre¬ 
vent  students  from  dropping  out  of  school. 

The  House  version  of  the  appropriations  bill,  H.R. 

1977,  also  reduced  funding  for  most  of  these  programs, 
but  much  less  drastically.  A  conference  committee 
reported  out  a  version  of  bill  that  included  deep  cuts. 

In  September,  tribal  leaders  came  to  Washington  to 
protest  the  cuts  and  to  lobby  members  of  Congress 
about  the  trust  responsibilities  that  arise  from  the 
treaties  the  U.S.  government  has  made  with  Indian 
nations.  Vice-President  Gore  announced  that  President 
Clinton  would  veto  the  Interior  Appropriations  bill 
based  on  the  drastic  cuts  in  Indian  programs,  as  well 
as  his  objection  to  environmental  and  mining  provi¬ 
sions  in  the  legislation. 

Hours  before  Congress  went  on  recess  on  September 
29,  the  House  rejected  the  Interior  Appropriations  con¬ 
ference  report  and  sent  H.R.  1977  back  to  conference. 
When  Congress  is  back  in  session,  the  House-Senate 
conference  will  begin  again. 
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